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What is revalidation? 
Revalidation is the process by which all licensed doctors will have to demonstrate to the 
General Medical Council (GMC) that they are up to date and fit to practise and complying with 
the relevant professional standards. 
 

What is the purpose of revalidation? 
The purpose of revalidation is to assure patients, employers and other healthcare 
professionals that licensed doctors are up-to-date and are practising to the appropriate 
professional standards. 
 
Revalidation is a new way of regulating the medical profession that will provide a focus for 
doctors' efforts to maintain and improve their practice; facilitate the organisations in which 
doctors work to support them in keeping their practice up to date; and encourage patients and 
the public to provide feedback about the medical care they receive from doctors. In these 
ways, revalidation will contribute to the ongoing improvement in the quality of medical care 
delivered to patients throughout the UK. 
 
Revalidation will also serve as a process for identifying GPs, as far as is practicable, for whom 
there are significant concerns about their fitness to practise and to detect early signs of 
deteriorating performance. The RCGP is working to ensure that GPs will be supported at 
every stage during the revalidation cycle, particularly if they are experiencing difficulties. 
 

Will revalidation affect me? 
If you are a doctor holding registration with a licence to practise, you will have to participate in 
revalidation to continue your licence. 
 

How will revalidation work?  
Doctors must revalidate in order to maintain their licence to practise in the UK. The GMC is 
responsible for revalidating doctors, and will require assurance that a doctor is up to date and 
fit to practise. 
 
For non training grades, revalidation will be based on evaluation of your practice through 
appraisal. You will be expected to participate in annual appraisal covering the scope of your 
work as a doctor over a five-year revalidation cycle, and will need to collate a portfolio of 
required supporting information to bring to your appraisal as a basis for discussion. The 
supporting information will demonstrate that you are keeping up to date and have met the 
requirements for Good Medical Practice. 
 
The GMC has set out its generic requirements for medical practice and appraisal in three main 
documents. These are supported by guidance from the medical royal colleges and faculties, 
which give the specialty context for the supporting information required for appraisal.  The 
RCGP Guide to the Revalidation of General Practitioners is your first point resource, but you 
should therefore ensure that you are familiar with the following documents: 
 
 Good Medical Practice  
 Good Medical Practice Framework for appraisal and revalidation  
 Supporting information for appraisal and revalidation  
 Your specialty guidance on the supporting information needed for appraisal and 

revalidation, available at: http://aomrc.org.uk/revalidation/revalidation-publications-and-
documents/speciality-guidance.html 

 

http://www.rcgp.org.uk/revalidation-and-cpd/%7E/media/Files/Revalidation-and-CPD/Guide%20to%20Revalidation%20v70.ashx
http://www.gmc-uk.org/guidance/good_medical_practice.asp
http://www.gmc-uk.org/doctors/revalidation/revalidation_gmp_framework.asp
http://www.gmc-uk.org/doctors/revalidation/revalidation_information.asp
http://aomrc.org.uk/revalidation/revalidation-publications-and-documents/speciality-guidance.html
http://aomrc.org.uk/revalidation/revalidation-publications-and-documents/speciality-guidance.html
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You should also have regard for any guidance that your employing or contracting organisation 
may provide concerning local policies. Please see the Medical Appraisal Guide available from 
the NHS Revalidation Support Team (England). 
 
A doctor will be recommended for revalidation to the GMC by their Responsible Officer (RO), 
normally every five years, based on: 
 
 information provided from the five annual appraisals  
 a completed portfolio of supporting information  
 an absence of concerns about their practice raised through local clinical governance 

routes.  
 
An RO will be able to make one of three statements to the GMC: 
 

1. That the doctor is up to date, fit to practise and should be revalidated  
2. That the recommendation should be deferred while more information is obtained - for 

example where a doctor has taken a career break  
3. That the doctor has failed to engage with any of the local systems of processes (such 

as appraisal) that support revalidation.  
 

In the last case the doctor will be referred to a fitness to practise (FtP) panel of the GMC for 
consideration of whether the licence to practise should be revoked. It is only the GMC that can 
give or remove the licence to practise. 
 
Please note that if there were concerns arising about the doctor’s fitness to practise at any 
time preceding the revalidation date, those concerns should be raised with the GMC formally 
or informally – and this should take place at the time concerns arise, and not at the 
revalidation date. 
 
Revalidation is not about ‘pass or fail’; it is a supportive and developmental process designed 
to provide assurance about a doctor’s fitness to practise, and will enable doctors to identify 
areas for improvement at an early stage within a structured approach to personal 
development. These areas should be addressed at appraisal through the Personal 
Development Plan each year. 
 

Will I have to pass an examination in order to revalidate? 
For practising doctors, the answer is “no”. That is because revalidation is about what doctors 
do in their actual practice. In most cases, an examination would not tell us about this. Instead, 
revalidation will be based on annual appraisal covering the scope of your work as a doctor. It 
will require you to show, within the context of your practice, that you are meeting the 
appropriate professional standards. 
 

http://www.revalidationsupport.nhs.uk/about_the_rst/rst_projects/mag_projects.php
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When will I receive my revalidation date? 
The GMC issued its first revalidation date notices to doctors and their Responsible Officers 
(ROs) in December 2012.  Not all doctors will be revalidated in the first year. For 2013, ROs 
will have allocated doctors to a particular quarter of the year, and the GMC will allocate a 
specific date. In future, ROs will allocate a revalidation year to each of their doctors and the 
GMC will allocate a specific date. All doctors are expected to have revalidated by 2016. 
 
The GMC will revalidate: 
 
 ROs and other medical leaders, including the four chief medical officers of the UK and the 

chair of the GMC, first in late 2012 and early 2013 
 about a fifth of licensed doctors between April 2013 and the end of March 2014 
 the majority of all licensed doctors by the end of March 2016. 
 
Both the GMC and the NHS Revalidation Support Team (RST) have recently released 
guidance on the implementation of revalidation, detailing the phased introduction of 
revalidation of doctors between 2013 and 2016: 
 
 How doctors can meet the GMC’s requirements for revalidation in the first cycle 
 Implementation principles 
 Implementation of revalidation: the process for the allocation of revalidation 

recommendation dates to doctors in England 
 

What notice will I be given that my revalidation is due? 
If you haven’t done so already, you will find out when your first revalidation date is shortly. It is 
important to remember that revalidation will become a five year process, not a fifth year 
process. So it is important that you are collecting supporting information about your practice 
and participating in appraisal throughout this period. Don't wait until the last minute. 
 

What information will I be expected to submit? 
All doctors will be requested to submit information under four headings, as detailed in the 
GMC Guidance on Supporting Information for Appraisal. The RCGP’s version of the 
framework contains further guidance on the specific supporting information GPs will need to 
provide. The RCGP Guide to the Revalidation of General Practitioners describes the 
supporting information that GPs will be required to provide in their final appraisal before their 
revalidation recommendation (see table: Summary of the minimum supporting information 
required for at least the last appraisal before your revalidation date).  It is recommended that 
you begin to collect appropriate information now. 
 

http://www.gmc-uk.org/static/documents/content/Meeting_our_requirements_in_the_first_cycle.pdf
http://www.gmc-uk.org/implementation_principles_branded_.pdf_48968801.pdf
http://www.revalidationsupport.nhs.uk/CubeCore/.uploads/Documents/RSTrevalimplentprocess0512.pdf
http://www.revalidationsupport.nhs.uk/CubeCore/.uploads/Documents/RSTrevalimplentprocess0512.pdf
http://www.rcgp.org.uk/revalidation-and-cpd/%7E/media/Files/Revalidation-and-CPD/Supporting%20information%20for%20appraisal%20and%20revalidation%20for%20GPs.ashx
http://www.rcgp.org.uk/revalidation-and-cpd/%7E/media/Files/Revalidation-and-CPD/Guide%20to%20Revalidation%20v70.ashx
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Is my appraisal information confidential? 
Information about appraisal is confidential and only those with a legitimate right should access 
it.  In addition to your appraiser, this might include your appraisal lead, responsible officer and 
the GMC – as well primary care organisation (PCO) or Designated Body officers for 
administrative purposes, who should process that information in accordance with the Data 
Protection Act 1998. 
 
The Revalidation Support Team (England) Medical Appraisal Guide states that the 
“confidential appraisal discussion remains at the heart of every effective appraisal process. 
The appraiser is in a unique position to support, guide and constructively challenge the doctor, 
having reviewed the supporting information and commentary provided.” However, the 
document goes on to say that “confidentiality is not absolute….and in a similar way to the 
doctor-patient relationship in a consultation, there will be situations in which the appraiser is 
obliged to share 
information gained in the appraisal discussion.  This would clearly be the case should patient 
safety issues be identified. The appraiser should always act in a professional manner and 
should follow published local procedures where they exist. When in doubt the appraiser or the 
doctor may wish to discuss this with the appraisal lead, responsible officer or nominated 
deputy.” 
 

Can my Primary Care Organisation (PCO) ask for more 
supporting information for revalidation than is required by 
the GMC and recommended by the RCGP? 
For the purposes of revalidation, “no”.  However, your PCO might request additional 
information for employment reasons. 
 

What should I be doing now to prepare for revalidation? 
Doctors should set up a GMC online account to check their details are up-to-date, and the 
details for their designated body are accurate. They should be having appraisals and starting 
to collect the relevant supporting information in line with guidance. This information should be 
kept on file, whether this is electronically, or on paper in the interim. It is recommended by the 
GMC that information is managed electronically for revalidation, and the RCGP would strongly 
support this. 
 
The RCGP Guide to the Revalidation of General Practitioners describes the supporting 
information that GPs will be required to provide in their final appraisal before their revalidation 
recommendation (see table: Summary of the minimum supporting information required for at 
least the last appraisal before your revalidation date).  
 
The GMC has published its own guidance: How doctors can meet the GMC’s requirements for 
revalidation in the first cycle. 
 

http://www.revalidationsupport.nhs.uk/about_the_rst/rst_projects/Implementation-Support/guidance-and-tools/mag_projects.php
http://www.rcgp.org.uk/revalidation-and-cpd/%7E/media/Files/Revalidation-and-CPD/Guide%20to%20Revalidation%20v70.ashx
http://www.gmc-uk.org/static/documents/content/Meeting_our_requirements_in_the_first_cycle.pdf
http://www.gmc-uk.org/static/documents/content/Meeting_our_requirements_in_the_first_cycle.pdf
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If the first recommendations are going to be made at the 
end of 2012 and early 2013, does this mean they will not 
initially be based on five years' supporting information? 
That is correct. The recommendations in the three year introductory cycle will not be based on 
five years’ worth of supporting information.  However, you must be participating in an annual 
appraisal process which has Good Medical Practice as its focus and which covers all of your 
medical practice. You must have completed at least one appraisal, with Good Medical 
Practice as its focus, which has been signed off by you and your appraiser.  Doctors will need 
to collect all the information outlined in the GMC’s guidance Supporting information for 
appraisal and revalidation (see below).  The types of supporting information which GPs need 
to collect in the introductory cycle are detailed in the RCGP Guide to the Revalidation of 
General Practitioners (see table: Summary of the minimum supporting information required for 
at least the last appraisal before your revalidation date).  
 

How can I meet the requirements in my first revalidation 
cycle? 
You must be participating in an annual appraisal process which has Good Medical Practice as 
its focus and which covers all of your medical practice.  
You must have completed at least one appraisal, with Good Medical Practice as its focus, 
which has been signed off by you and your appraiser.  
 
You must have demonstrated, through appraisal, that you have collected and reflected on the 
following information as outlined in the GMC’s guidance Supporting information for appraisal 
and revalidation:  
 

o Continuing professional development  
 

o Quality improvement activity  
 

o Significant events  
 

o Feedback from colleagues  
 

o Feedback from patients  
 

o Review of complaints and compliments  
 
In addition to the RCGP Guide to the Revalidation of General Practitioners (see table: 
Summary of the minimum supporting information required for at least the last appraisal before 
your revalidation date), we would also advise that you read: 
 
The guidance provided by the GMC: 
http://www.gmc-
uk.org/static/documents/content/Meeting_our_requirements_in_the_first_cycle.pdf 
 
Your relevant specialty guidance at:  
http://aomrc.org.uk/revalidation/revalidation-publications-and-documents/speciality-
guidance.html 
 

http://www.gmc-uk.org/guidance/good_medical_practice.asp
http://www.gmc-uk.org/guidance/good_medical_practice.asp
http://www.gmc-uk.org/guidance/good_medical_practice.asp
http://www.rcgp.org.uk/revalidation-and-cpd/%7E/media/Files/Revalidation-and-CPD/Guide%20to%20Revalidation%20v70.ashx
http://www.rcgp.org.uk/revalidation-and-cpd/%7E/media/Files/Revalidation-and-CPD/Guide%20to%20Revalidation%20v70.ashx
http://www.gmc-uk.org/guidance/good_medical_practice.asp
http://www.gmc-uk.org/guidance/good_medical_practice.asp
http://www.gmc-uk.org/doctors/revalidation/revalidation_information.asp
http://www.gmc-uk.org/doctors/revalidation/revalidation_information.asp
http://www.rcgp.org.uk/revalidation-and-cpd/%7E/media/Files/Revalidation-and-CPD/Guide%20to%20Revalidation%20v70.ashx
http://www.gmc-uk.org/static/documents/content/Meeting_our_requirements_in_the_first_cycle.pdf
http://www.gmc-uk.org/static/documents/content/Meeting_our_requirements_in_the_first_cycle.pdf
http://aomrc.org.uk/revalidation/revalidation-publications-and-documents/speciality-guidance.html
http://aomrc.org.uk/revalidation/revalidation-publications-and-documents/speciality-guidance.html
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Can I record supporting information for revalidation on 
paper? 
The RCGP believes an e-portfolio is the best solution for both collecting and maintaining 
supporting information required for revalidation. However, in exceptional circumstances, it will 
be possible to complete a paper portfolio for revalidation.  
 
The College has developed an electronic portfolio to support the revalidation needs of all GPs. 
The RCGP Revalidation ePortfolio is simple and easy to use, has been designed to aid 
reflection and will enable GPs to collect and demonstrate the supporting information required 
for revalidation.  
 

What involvement will patients have? 
To be effective, revalidation must have patient care as its focus and key organisations, 
including the RCGP, have sought to ensure patient representation on relevant boards and 
working groups.   
 
The revalidation portfolio should contain the results of one patient survey (although it is 
recognised that this would not be appropriate for doctors who do not see patients).   Patient 
surveys must seek the views of the patients actually consulting the GP – practice-based 
surveys of the registered population will not be acceptable.  The College’s view is that this 
survey should be carried out within the first three years of the cycle to allow time for a follow 
up survey to be undertaken if the first survey identifies issues.  Doctors are encouraged to 
reflect on the results of their survey and identify any opportunities to improve their practice on 
the basis of the results, which are best discussed with a trained facilitator, who may be your 
appraiser.  
     
The GMC has provided guidance on the principles and criteria for all survey tools for use in 
revalidation. The RCGP has reviewed available questionnaires and recommended those that 
it considers appropriate for use in revalidation in general practice.  The list of those surveys 
which the College recommends can be found on the Revalidation Guidance for GPs page on 
the RCGP website. 
 
The GMC patient and colleague questionnaires are now integrated in RCGP Revalidation 
ePortfolio, giving users of the tool the option of using these if they wish at no additional cost. 
 

What is the role of the RCGP? 
The RCGP has had an important role to play in the implementation of the new revalidation 
system and is responsible, on behalf of all GPs, for recommending the supporting information 
for revalidation specifically for GPs. The RCGP has worked closely with the other Medical 
Royal Colleges, the BMA and the GMC in the development of its supporting information, which 
it aims to be applicable to all GPs, regardless of their working circumstances. They are 
intended to be sensitive to GPs’ different working patterns, including locums, those working in 
remote practices, prisons, etc. The RCGP is striving to ensure that revalidation of GPs is fair, 
equitable and not unduly onerous.  
 
There will be no requirement to be a member of the College for revalidation. 
 

http://www.rcgp.org.uk/revalidation_eportfolio_home.aspx
http://www.gmc-uk.org/doctors/revalidation/colleague_patient_feedback.asp
http://www.gmc-uk.org/doctors/revalidation/colleague_patient_feedback.asp
http://www.rcgp.org.uk/revalidation-and-cpd/revalidation-guidance-for-gps.aspx
https://gpeportfolio.rcgp.org.uk/Login.aspx
https://gpeportfolio.rcgp.org.uk/Login.aspx


Royal College of General Practitioners  30 Euston Square  London  NW1 2FB 
Tel 020 3188 7400  Fax 020 3188 7401  Email info@rcgp.org.uk  Web www.rcgp.org.uk  
Patron: His Royal Highness the Duke of Edinburgh  Registered charity number 223106 

 

How has the RCGP developed its supporting information 
recommendations? 
The RCGP has worked with the Department of Health’s Revalidation Support Team and the 
Academy of Royal Medical Colleges to undertake pilot projects, including a pilot of “learning 
credits”. Pilot projects for supporting information collection and evaluation have been 
completed in England, Wales and Scotland, as has a pilot for sessional and locum doctors 
and those who work in remote rural settings. Other pilots concerning doctors in the Defence 
Medical Services (DMS) and those who work in secure environments have also been 
completed. You can read more about the pilots on the RCGP’s Background and Development 
of Standards web page. 
 

What will be done to ensure processes and procedures are 
in place to reflect the fact that GPs have diverse roles that 
don’t always match a standard template? 
Revalidation must be proportionate and achievable for all GPs, regardless of their working 
pattern. The RCGP has co-ordinated a number of pilots to determine how feasible it would be 
for certain groups of GPs, such as peripatetic locums, remote rural GPs and those who work 
in secure environments and the Defence Medical Services (DMS), to collect specific areas of 
supporting information. The pilots have identified a range of alternative approaches and these 
have been incorporated into the RCGP Guide to the Revalidation of General Practitioners.  
The College intends to provide more support to ‘non standard’ groups in the future.    
  

I am a Locum GP. How will I collect all the necessary areas 
of supporting information for revalidation? 
The RCGP has worked closely with the National Association of Sessional General 
Practitioners, the General Practitioners’ Committee of the BMA and locum doctors themselves 
to ensure that its supporting information recommendations are appropriate for GPs who work 
in a variety of practices and/or other workplaces. 
The College undertook a revalidation pilot that included peripatetic locums, sessional GPs and 
remote rural GPs. The potential solutions which were identified through the pilot are detailed in 
the RCGP Guide to the Revalidation of General Practitioners. 
 
As revalidation is rolled out, the RCGP will monitor the situation for locums and other non 
standard groups closely with other key stakeholders, including the General Practitioners’ 
Committee of the BMA.  The College believes that general practices, federations and out-of-
hours organisations that frequently employ GPs on short-term, sessional contracts must 
recognise their responsibility to all their employees, including these doctors. They should 
inform and involve doctors in any significant event or complaint that relates to them; they 
should facilitate access to the clinical records of patients treated by these doctors for the 
purposes of clinical audit and quality improvement; and they should support the conduct of 
patient surveys. 
 

http://www.rcgp.org.uk/policy/rcgp-policy-areas/revalidation-background-and-development-of-standards.aspx
http://www.rcgp.org.uk/policy/rcgp-policy-areas/revalidation-background-and-development-of-standards.aspx
http://www.rcgp.org.uk/revalidation-and-cpd/%7E/media/Files/Revalidation-and-CPD/Guide%20to%20Revalidation%20v70.ashx
http://www.rcgp.org.uk/revalidation-and-cpd/%7E/media/Files/Revalidation-and-CPD/Guide%20to%20Revalidation%20v70.ashx
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What help is available from RCGP now? 
GPs can access a number of resources on the Revalidation Guidance for GPs page on the 
RCGP website.  This includes:  
 
 The Guide to Revalidation 
 The RCGP Revalidation ePortfolio 
 The RCGP Online Learning Environment (OLE) 
 RCGP CPD Credits Scheme 
 RCGP recommended patient and colleague questionnaire tools 
 Information Clinical Audit 
 Information for Sessional, Locum and OOH GPs 
 Information relating specifically to the devolved nations 
 Frequently asked questions (FAQs) 
 
The RCGP continues to develop this web page, and will add resources to it over time. 
 

Does revalidation affect my place on the GMC register? 
No. Revalidation is required only to maintain a licence to practise in the UK . It is not required 
to maintain GMC registration.  
 
There is an option for doctors in some situations (e.g. working abroad) to relinquish their 
licence to practise (and therefore not revalidate), but remain registered with the GMC and 
maintain their entry in the generalist or specialist register. This provides confirmation that their 
qualifications have been recognised and that they are in good standing with the GMC. 
Licences can be reinstated if circumstances change. 
 
The generalist and specialist registers are historical documents which record the specialties in 
which you have trained. If you no longer work in the specialty for which you were originally 
listed on the register you will not lose your registration if your revalidation is based on 
supporting information from practice in another field.  
 
Revalidation is not about demonstrating that you are up to date in that registered specialty (in 
which you trained), but that you are up to date and fit to practise in your current fields and 
across your scope of work. 
 
As a specialist or generalist, you will need to continue to meet the existing requirements and 
this will be evident through the detail of the supporting information that you provide at 
appraisal. 
 

Will there be a required minimum number of clinical 
sessions that doctors must undertake in order to 
revalidate? 
The revalidation process does not dictate a set number of hours or clinical sessions in any 
field; it is based on a doctor’s current practice.  However, the RCGP would  recommend a 
minimum number of clinical half-day sessions before a standard revalidation portfolio can be 
considered by a responsible officer for revalidation – 200 in the five-year revalidation cycle 
period (100 of which should be in the two years prior to revalidation).  This is intended as 
guidance and the responsible officer will take a view on what information is submitted.  
 

http://www.rcgp.org.uk/revalidation-and-cpd/revalidation-guidance-for-gps.aspx
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How do we define a clinical session? 
A clinical session would normally last four hours and include at least 2.5 hours of face-to-face 
clinical contact and be conducted in an approved environment within the UK. The sessions will 
be undertaken as a generalist and require the 
doctor to be on the GMC’s GP Register but can be within a range of settings. 
 

How will I revalidate as a trainee? 
If you are a trainee in England, your responsible officer is your postgraduate dean. If you are a 
trainee in Scotland, your responsible officer is the medical director for NHS Education for 
Scotland. If you are a trainee in Wales, your responsible officer is the postgraduate dean of 
the Wales Deanery. If you are a trainee in Northern Ireland, your responsible officer is the 
postgraduate dean of the Northern Ireland Medical and Dental Training Agency (NIMDTA).  
 
You should already have an account with GMC Online, because you needed one to complete 
this year’s national training survey. Your RO will base their recommendation on the way you 
are progressing through your training, which is currently assessed by an Annual Review of 
Competence Progression (ARCP) panel. Responsible Officers for trainees are currently 
working with the GMC to identify revalidation dates for trainees. 
 
Trainees will only be expected to provide the supporting information required for revalidation 
where this is already covered by the requirements of their curriculum and training programme, 
and most trainees will already produce this as a matter of course during their training. 
 
The GMC states that the point at which you revalidate as a doctor in training will depend on 
how long your training lasts. 
  
 If your training lasts less than five years, your first revalidation will be at the point of 

eligibility for CCT. 
 If your training lasts longer than five years, you will be revalidated five years after you 

gained full registration with a licence to practise, and again at the point of eligibility for 
CCT. 

 When you complete your training, your postgraduate deanery will no longer be your 
designated body. Your designated body will change to the organisation in which you spend 
most or all of your practice.  

 
For full details, please visit the GMC website. 
 

How do I confirm my prescribed connection to a designated 
body and Responsible Officer? 
According to The Medical Profession (Responsible Officers) Regulations 2010, designated 
bodies are: organisations that provide healthcare; organisations that set standards and policy 
for the delivery of healthcare; and some specialist organisations that employ or contract with 
doctors. The majority of designated bodies have a Responsible Officer (RO) in place. 
 
Each doctor can only have one prescribed connection to a designated body and RO. In the 
majority of circumstances, the prescribed connection is where you do most of your clinical 
work. If you are employed by an NHS organisation but work for another organisation (e.g. 
prison, OOH provider etc) for contracted sessions, your prescribed link will be to the NHS 
organisation and their RO, regardless of how much of your time is spent outside of the NHS. 
The GMC launched its Make your connection Campaign in April 2012 to ask doctors to 
confirm their designated body that will support them through revalidation. 
 
To identify your designated body and RO, you need to set up a GMC online account. The 
GMC website also has a full list of designated bodies .If under the revalidation section of your 
account there are no details already in the system for your designated body (populated by the 
GMC if they already have this information), you need to follow the instructions to confirm it. 

http://www.gmc-uk.org/doctors/revalidation/12383.asp
http://www.gmc-uk.org/doctors/revalidation/12387.asp
http://www.gmc-uk.org/doctors/information_for_doctors/gmconlinehelp.asp
http://www.gmc-uk.org/help/list_of_designated_bodies.htm
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There is an option for ‘I don’t have a designated body’ where you can provide information 
about your situation and they will provide you with advice later this year.  
 
You can also find your designated body by using the GMC’s online tool: http://www.gmc-
uk.org/doctors/revalidation/designated_body_tool.asp Once identified, your RO should help 
you to identify a suitable appraiser. 
 
The GMC is aware that some doctors who need a licence to practise do not currently have a 
connection to any organisation classed as a designated body and they plan to contact these 
doctors by the end of 2012. If you are in this situation, you should make the GMC aware of 
your circumstances by updating your details using your GMC online account and stating that 
you do not have a designated body. In the meantime, if you think you will need to retain your 
licence to practise and therefore to revalidation, it is important that you keep up to date with 
CPD and collecting supporting information in preparation for appraisal and revalidation. 
 

I work part time. How will this affect my revalidation? 

You will be expected to revalidate in the same way as full time doctors, including participating 
in annual appraisal and collecting supporting information in relation to the practice that you do.  
You will need to collect the same types and quantity of information as full time doctors. 
 

How do I get an appraisal? 
Once you have confirmed your prescribed connection with a designated body, your 
Responsible Officer (RO) should advise you on how to access an appraisal, and should 
ensure that adequate systems are in place in your organisation. 
It is unlikely that you will have free rein to choose your appraiser. ROs are obliged to ensure 
that there are sufficient numbers of trained appraisers in place in their organisation, and that 
those appraisers have completed the training prescribed by the NHS Revalidation Support 
Team. To satisfy themselves that you have an appraisal of the required standard for 
revalidation, your RO will ensure you are allocated an appraiser who has been through the 
necessary training. This fits with their obligations and responsibilities to quality-assure 
appraisal within their organisation. You should speak to your RO if you wish to enquire 
whether you can keep an existing appraiser. The RCGP would not recommend that GPs have 
the same appraiser for more than three consecutive years. 
 

Should appraisers be of the same specialty as the person 
being appraised? 
In general, it would be advisable for an appraiser to be of the same specialty, if at all possible. 
However, this is not mandatory and will largely be dependent upon the decisions of the PCO 
or employer, and the availability of trained appraisers within that specialty. Please speak to 
your Responsible Officer; all appraisers will need to have received the appropriate training. 
 
Any appraiser should ensure that they have sufficient information about you, your specialty, 
and specialty standards to complete the appraisal. Specialty information and advice is 
available to appraisers and appraisees, including through each specialty’s guidance : 
http://aomrc.org.uk/revalidation/revalidation-publications-and-documents/speciality-
guidance.html 
 

What forms do I have to fill in for appraisal? 
It is very important that the inputs and outputs of your appraisal are accurately and effectively 
recorded over the revalidation cycle. In the first instance, you should speak to your appraiser 
or RO about your organisation’s forms or procedures for recording your supporting information 
and/or the appraisal discussion. The RO is responsible for providing an effective appraisal 
system – please confirm with him or her as to what is expect of you. The Revalidation Support 

http://www.gmc-uk.org/doctors/revalidation/designated_body_tool.asp
http://www.gmc-uk.org/doctors/revalidation/designated_body_tool.asp
http://www.gmc-uk.org/doctors/information_for_doctors/gmc_online.asp
http://aomrc.org.uk/revalidation/revalidation-publications-and-documents/speciality-guidance.html
http://aomrc.org.uk/revalidation/revalidation-publications-and-documents/speciality-guidance.html
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Team also has forms available on its website 
http://www.revalidationsupport.co.uk/Appraiser/about_rst_medical_app_guide.php and there 
will be different support in the devolved nations.    
 
Many primary care organisations (PCOs) in England are using the RCGP Revalidation 
ePortfolio as this contains nationally compliant forms for revalidation, including pre and post 
appraisal documentation.  Likewise, GPs in Wales are expected to use the Medical Appraisal 
& Revalidation System for Wales and GPs in Scotland are expected to use the Scottish Online 
Appraisal Resource. 
 

I am a GP with a Special Interest (GPwSI). How will I be 
revalidated? 
Many GPs have areas of special interest or extended role in which they deliver care. If the 
care is delivered to the practice’s own patients and is a common activity (e.g. practice lead for 
diabetes) no extra supporting information is required. If the special interest is delivered within 
an NHS contract (i.e. the GP is contracted by their PCO as a GP with Special Interests 
(GPwSI)), that GP will need to describe their role and provide a certificate of accreditation. If, 
however, the special interest is not within an NHS contract, supporting information of 
appropriate skills before starting, keeping up-to-date, and the quality of care provided will be 
need to be provided. If an extended role is delivered for the registered list of patients within a 
practice then supporting information needs to be provided to demonstrate that the GP is up to 
date and fit to practise in all the roles undertaken. Further information can be found in the 
“Providing Context to What You Do” section of the RCGP Guide to the Revalidation of General 
Practitioners. 
 

I work across two specialties (including GPs who also 
practise in other specialties). How will this affect my 
revalidation? 
If you work across different specialties you will still ideally, where possible, have one 
appraisal, which covers all your roles as a doctor. This is known as a 'whole practice 
appraisal'. The supporting information you bring to your appraisal should reflect the full extent 
of your work as a doctor and so if you work across different roles and specialties you should 
collect information to represent all aspects of your professional work. 
 
Annual appraisal must cover the whole scope of your practice.  Information and reviews from 
other areas in which you work should be presented as part of your annual appraisal for your 
RO (e.g. from another organisation where you do other pieces or types of work). 
 
You may need to refer to the specialty specific guidance from different medical royal colleges 
or faculties; for example if you are working as a GP and as a specialist practitioner, you will 
need to take into account the requirements set out by both the Royal College of General 
Practitioners and the specialist Royal College, and your revalidation portfolio and appraisal will 
need to cover both areas of work. 
If you are on the specialist register but are now working only in primary care you will not have 
to provide information in relation to your specialty practice if you are no longer actively 
practising in that field. As stated, you will need to provide evidence for your primary care work. 
 

What counts as general practice? 
A generalist works with un-selected patients and manages undifferentiated medical issues.  A 
portfolio of practice should represent all the work that a doctor does nevertheless, even if that 
work is not generalist in nature. 
 

http://www.revalidationsupport.co.uk/Appraiser/about_rst_medical_app_guide.php
https://gpeportfolio.rcgp.org.uk/Login.aspx
https://gpeportfolio.rcgp.org.uk/Login.aspx
http://email.rcgp.org.uk/rp/440/testclick.clsp?t=24C9BB2B324F12FC212FAFF1771206F23
http://email.rcgp.org.uk/rp/440/testclick.clsp?t=24C9BB2B324F12FC212FAFF1771206F23
http://email.rcgp.org.uk/rp/440/testclick.clsp?t=28912E72AA1A905C3E3AFCCC10E2ABBAE
http://email.rcgp.org.uk/rp/440/testclick.clsp?t=28912E72AA1A905C3E3AFCCC10E2ABBAE
http://www.rcgp.org.uk/revalidation-and-cpd/%7E/media/Files/Revalidation-and-CPD/Guide%20to%20Revalidation%20v70.ashx
http://www.rcgp.org.uk/revalidation-and-cpd/%7E/media/Files/Revalidation-and-CPD/Guide%20to%20Revalidation%20v70.ashx
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Does out of hours work count as general practice? 
Yes, this is un-selected, undifferentiated practice (see above), even if it may not be delivered 
in a conventional practice setting.  
 

If I change my specialty or field of practice mid-way through 
a revalidation cycle, will this affect my ability to revalidate? 
Your licence to practise and the process of revalidation are generic and do not restrict you to 
working in a particular specialty or field of practice. Revalidation is not about demonstrating 
that you are up to date in a specific field, but that you are up to date and fit to practise in your 
current field(s) across your current scope of work. 
It is expected that some doctors may change specialties within the five years, and revalidation 
will not be affected by this – the types of information will remain the same, but the detail of the 
supporting information will differ. You will need to discuss your practice changes at appraisal 
and start collecting supporting information in relation to your new area of practice. 
 

How should I demonstrate that my skills and knowledge are 
up to date in my specialty?  
Your College or Faculty should advise you on the standards required for your specialty, and 
you should follow the Specialty Guidance on supporting information for revalidation for your 
specialty (or specialties) in order to show that you are keeping up to date in your field(s) for 
the purposes of revalidation. Please refer to the relevant specialty guidance documents at: 
http://aomrc.org.uk/revalidation/revalidation-publications-and-documents/speciality-
guidance.html.  GPs should use the RCGP Guide to the Revalidation of General Practitioners 
as a first point resource. 
  
Your employer may also have additional requirements as part of your employment contract, 
but these are not directly part of revalidation and will be managed as part of normal HR 
processes. 
 

I work in private practice, and do no work within the NHS. 
How do I revalidate? 
You will revalidate in the same way as doctors working within the NHS.  You will have to 
participate in annual appraisal and will need to maintain a portfolio of supporting information to 
bring to your appraisals.  You will also need to link to a Responsible Officer (RO) and will need 
to confirm with the GMC your prescribed connection to an RO.  
 
Some independent organisations may not always conduct appraisals, in which case you 
should find alternative routes to an annual appraisal.  The Independent Doctors Federation 
has appointed an RO for doctors without a prescribed connection to an NHS RO:  
www.idf.uk.net.  The Federation of Independent Practitioner Organisations also offers an 
appraisal service www.fipo.org. 
 

http://aomrc.org.uk/revalidation/revalidation-publications-and-documents/speciality-guidance.html
http://aomrc.org.uk/revalidation/revalidation-publications-and-documents/speciality-guidance.html
http://www.rcgp.org.uk/revalidation-and-cpd/%7E/media/Files/Revalidation-and-CPD/Guide%20to%20Revalidation%20v70.ashx
http://www.idf.uk.net/
http://www.fipo.org/
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I have retired from the NHS but continue to practise in a 
voluntary or independent capacity. Do I need to revalidate? 
Retired doctors may continue to work in many different capacities (such as with 
pharmaceutical companies, providing advice, working with universities, in out of hours work). 
Whether you need to revalidate depends upon whether you require a licence to practise to 
undertake any or all of the work that you do. You should speak to the organisation that you are 
working or volunteering for to ascertain whether that organisation requires you to hold a 
licence to practise. If you continue to treat patients you will require a licence. 
 
If you are retired from clinical practice, it may be that you would wish to relinquish your licence 
to practise but maintain your registration with the GMC. This means that you do not have to 
revalidate, and it will show that you remain in good standing with the GMC. This will depend 
on whether you undertake any activity post-retirement which requires a licence to practise 
(e.g. if you work directly with patients). If you do require a licence then you will have to 
revalidate in the same way as all doctors, linking to a designated body and Responsible 
Officer, participating in annual appraisal and collating a portfolio of supporting information in 
relation to the work that you do. 
 
Please see the GMC’s information on licensing for further information. 
 

I work in solely a non-clinical role / do not directly treat 
patients. How do I revalidate? 
If you need a licence to practise, you must revalidate in the same way as doctors in clinical 
roles, and the supporting information you bring to appraisal will need to reflect your non-
clinical role. 
 
The GMC states that If you want to continue to hold a licence to practise, then you will need to 
revalidate like every other doctor who is licensed. However, you may not need a licence to 
practise if you don’t carry out any clinical practice. If this is the case, you have the option of 
giving up your licence but maintaining your registration with us. This will show you remain in 
good standing with us. You can apply to have your licence restored if you need it at some 
point in the future because your circumstances change. Please remember, though, that by 
giving up your licence you will not be able to exercise any of the privileges associated with it. 
These include writing prescriptions, and signing death or cremation certificates. See GMC 
website. 
 
If the type of activity that you are involved in could be ‘related to patient care’, you will need to 
confirm with your employing organisation whether you require a licence to practise. The term 
‘practice’ refers to your professional work, clinical or non-clinical. This may include work with 
little or no patient contact, for example: 
 
 interaction by correspondence, such as giving advice by telephone, email or letter  
 requests for insurance medicals  
 medico-legal work  
 review of articles for a medical/specialty journal  
 clinical skills lecturer.  
 For further information please see the GMC's information on licensing and relinquishing 

your licence. 
 review of articles for a medical/specialty journal 
 examiner 
 

http://www.gmc-uk.org/doctors/licensing/faq_licence_to_practise.asp
http://www.gmc-uk.org/doctors/revalidation/faq_revalidation.asp
http://www.gmc-uk.org/doctors/revalidation/faq_revalidation.asp
http://www.gmc-uk.org/doctors/licensing/faq_licence_to_practise.asp
http://www.gmc-uk.org/doctors/applications.asp
http://www.gmc-uk.org/doctors/applications.asp
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I am a clinical academic. How should I revalidate? 
See the advice above which applies to all non-clinical doctors. Clinical academics can also 
refer to the specialty supporting information core guidance at 
http://aomrc.org.uk/revalidation/revalidation-publications-and-documents/speciality-
guidance.html which was reviewed by clinical academics and relevant wording was accepted. 
Regarding appraisal, it is generally accepted that Follett principles will apply. 
 

I am registered with the GMC and have a licence to practise, 
but I practise entirely abroad.  How will I revalidate? 
 
Doctors who are based exclusively overseas do not need a licence to practise in the UK. The 
licence to practise gives doctors legal rights and privileges in the UK that do not apply in any 
overseas country. Doctors who are based overseas must abide by whatever regulatory 
requirements exist in the country in which they practise. 
Non-UK organisations should therefore not require their doctors to hold a UK licence to 
practise. You can relinquish your licence to practise whilst working abroad and reinstate it on 
return to the UK. Once your licence is restored, you would need to link to a designated body, 
participate in annual appraisal in the UK and provide supporting information in line with 
guidance. Any relevant information gathered while working abroad, as well as evidence of 
ongoing CPD, should be brought to your first appraisal on return to the UK. 
 
If you choose to continue to hold your licence while practising abroad, you will have to 
revalidate in the same way as doctors practising in the UK, and link to a UK designated body. 
If your employer or contractor is based within the UK it may be that they will be able to provide 
you with a link to a Responsible Officer, and you should discuss your revalidation with them at 
the earliest opportunity. 
If you have not already done so, you should confirm your current circumstances with the GMC 
through your GMC online account, so that the GMC can provide you with appropriate advice. 
You can read more about relinquishing your licence. 
 

I work for periods of time outside of the UK doing voluntary 
work.  How will this affect my ability to revalidate? 
It should be possible for you to collect the supporting information, participate in appraisals and 
also to link to a Responsible Officer (RO) through your practice in the UK. You should discuss 
management of your appraisal and supporting information (including additional supporting 
information to demonstrate your practice abroad) whilst in the UK with your RO and appraiser.  
However, the RCGP recommends that a minimum of 200 clinical half day sessions should be 
undertaken within the NHS or a UK Designated Body in the five-year revalidation cycle period 
(100 of which should be in the two years prior to revalidation) before a responsible officer can 
consider a portfolio for revalidation.   
 

I work in the Republic of Ireland but am also licensed with 
the GMC, how will revalidation affect me? 
All doctors who wish to retain their UK licence to practise with the GMC will need to be 
revalidated. 
 

http://aomrc.org.uk/revalidation/revalidation-publications-and-documents/speciality-guidance.html
http://aomrc.org.uk/revalidation/revalidation-publications-and-documents/speciality-guidance.html
http://www.gmc-uk.org/doctors/information_for_doctors/gmc_online.asp
http://www.gmc-uk.org/doctors/registration_applications/relinquish_options.asp
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Can I be appraised for revalidation while I am overseas? 
Because the GMC will need to be assured that appraisals a GP has received are of the same 
standard and same criteria as those in the UK, it is unlikely that any appraisals outside the 
NHS or UK Designated Body will contribute to revalidation.  Virtual appraisals are not suitable 
for revalidation because the context is not fully known to the appraiser and there is no legal 
framework allowing challenge to the supporting evidence produced.  However, we would not 
wish to discourage GPs from undertaking CPD whilst abroad and the RCGP’s Essential 
Knowledge Updates are an excellent way for GPs to keep up with UK practice in preparation 
for their return to the UK. 
 

I am an International Medical Graduate planning to work in 
the UK. How will revalidation affect me? 
Once you have fulfilled all the requirements which allow you to work in the UK, revalidation will 
be the same for all General Practitioners. The GMC will decide when your revalidation is due. 
 

I am an overseas member of the College and I am not on the 
GP Register. Will revalidation affect my membership? 
As long as you are fulfilling your membership requirements, revalidation will have no bearing 
on your membership. You are, however, entitled to use the College’s Revalidation ePortfolio to 
record your Personal Development Plans and Continuing Professional Development (CPD). 
 

If I take a short career break (e.g. maternity leave), how will 
this affect my ability to revalidate? 
Your ability to revalidate should not be affected if you take a short career break within a five 
year revalidation cycle. Our understanding from the GMC is that you will be expected to 
revalidate at the usual point in your five year cycle on the basis of the supporting information 
you have collected and appraisals that you have attended within this time period. If you have 
been unable to collect sufficient supporting information for your appraisal, your Responsible 
Officer (RO) may recommend a deferment of your revalidation to the GMC, in order to allow 
you to collect additional information. 
 
It is expected that doctors will want to take career breaks within their revalidation cycle, and 
there is flexibility in the process to manage this. If you do plan a break you should manage 
your appraisals around that break as far as possible, so that you do not miss an appraisal 
prior to going on leave. A ‘return to work’ appraisal may also be required by your employer. 
Some of the supporting information is required over the five year cycle, not annually, so again 
this may be able to be managed around the career break. You should speak to your appraiser 
and RO to develop an agreed approach. It is advisable to try to keep your CPD in your clinical 
areas up to date even if not actively practising, i.e. by attending specialist meetings or using 
distance learning and utilising the RCGP Essential Knowledge Updates and similar resources. 
 

http://elearning.rcgp.org.uk/course/category.php?id=2
http://elearning.rcgp.org.uk/course/category.php?id=2
https://gpeportfolio.rcgp.org.uk/Login.aspx
http://elearning.rcgp.org.uk/course/category.php?id=2
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What is a learning credit and how are they accumulated? 
The RCGP has developed a credits system to record the Continuing Professional 
Development (CPD) activities of GPs. The credits system provides a mechanism for GPs to 
record their CPD based on the time spent on the activity and the impact it has on the doctor, 
their patients and the service. Credits are self-assessed and verified at appraisal. 
 
At its simplest, each recorded hour spent on a CPD activity accompanied by a reflective 
record, which can include planning, will count as a credit. However, it will be possible to 
increase credits by demonstrating the impact (implementation) of learning on practice.  
 
Demonstrating impact is rewarded by a multiplication factor of two applied to time spent. 
For instance: 
A GP attends an afternoon educational session on chronic kidney disease (2.5 hours). It is 
clear that the current guidelines in her practice are not up-to-date. So she discusses her 
learning at a practice or peer group meeting. She and a practice nurse are requested to 
review the practice guidelines; the new guidelines are agreed and evidence is provided to 
show that the revised guidelines are used to improve patient care.. She claims 5 Learning 
Credits (2.5 multiplied by 2 because there was impact on the practice). She will also claim 
learning credits for time spent on evaluating the revised guidelines and planning and 
evaluating a subsequent audit of their effectiveness. 
Find out more details about the RCGP's CPD Credits Scheme 
 

Are learning credits mandatory? 
The credit system is not mandatory but provides a simple way of recording CPD. All the Royal 
Colleges are using a credit system for measuring CPD (1 hour of learning plus a reflective 
record equals 1 credit) with 50 credits required each year.  The RCGP also recognise the 
value of implementation of learning in practise and so the time based credit can be doubled if 
the GP can demonstrate how the learning has had a positive impact on their patients or 
practice. 
 
If the credit system is not used then the GP has to decide how they will show their appraiser 
that they are keeping up to date. 
 

Can mandatory training count towards learning log? 
Yes, as long as learning is demonstrated through a reflective note.  We would encourage a 
GP to try and demonstrate implementation of learning in practise, in which case credits can be 
doubled. 
 

I am undertaking a Diploma which involves 10 hours of 
study a week and will equate to 1200 hours of learning.  
Should I record all these hours as credits? 
Your learning should reflect the scope of practice and you should select 50 representative 
credits for discussion with your appraiser each year.  It might be the case that in one particular 
year, your CPD will be orientated towards a particular activity, such as a Diploma.  However, 
you might agree with your appraiser that you should diversify the range of your learning 
activities the following year and concentrate on other areas. 
 

Can national/external audit count towards revalidation? 
The RCGP would certainly not discourage GPs from participating in a national audit.  
However, in order for national audit to count towards revalidation, a GP would need to 

http://www.rcgp.org.uk/professional_development/continuing_professional_devt/cpd_credits_scheme.aspx
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demonstrate sufficient reflection on the relevance of the topic and methodology to their own 
practice. The data would need to apply to themselves or their practice.  
 

What if I can’t do a conventional clinical audit? 
A GP should demonstrate quality improvement to their appraiser.  It is recognised that it is not 
feasible for all GPs to undertake a conventional clinical audit, particularly those without a fixed 
practice base.  The RCGP Guide to the Revalidation of General Practitioners describes a 
range of alternative quality improvement activities which can be undertaken (see Review of 
Practice section). 
 

How often do I need to participate in colleague and patient 
questionnaires for revalidation? 
Our proposals currently require GPs to participate in one colleague survey and one patient 
questionnaire in the revalidation cycle. We propose that these should be completed within the 
first three years of the cycle to allow for a follow up survey if any problems are identified.  
 

Which colleague and patient questionnaire tools should I 
use? 
The GMC has provided guidance on the principles and criteria for all survey tools for use in 
revalidation. The RCGP has reviewed available questionnaires and recommended those that 
it considers appropriate for use in revalidation in general practice.  The list of those surveys 
which the College recommends can be found on the Revalidation Guidance for GPs page on 
the RCGP website.  However, if you have used a colleague feedback tool which is not on this 
list, it will still be acceptable if it is focused on you, what you do, and the quality of your care 
for your patients; and if it was conducted objectively and confidentially. This will normally 
mean that the data is externally collated and the feedback uses national or group norms for 
comparison. 
 
The GMC patient and colleague questionnaires are now integrated in RCGP Revalidation 
ePortfolio, giving users of the tool the option of using these if they wish at no additional cost. 
 

How do we define a formal complaint? 
A formal complaint is one that activated, or should have activated, the practice complaints 
procedure, involved the primary care organisation, or involved any other formal health service 
organisation. 
 

Why can’t practising GPs be registered as a patient within 
their own practice? 
The RCGP Guide to the Revalidation of General Practitioners states that GPs will be required 
to sign a standard statement on probity, health and use of health care confirming that ‘…the 
GP is in a position to receive independent, impartial healthcare advice (for example is not 
consulting a family member) and that he or she accesses that health care appropriately. 
Unless there is a good reason (such as working on a military base in the Defence Medical 
Services, or geography) it is best practice for a GP to be registered in a practice in which he or 
she does not work (or, in the case of a locum, rarely works)’... The GMC in its Good Medical 
Practice says that doctors should be able to access ‘independent and objective medical care’ 
and the College fully supports this best practice measure. 
 

http://www.rcgp.org.uk/revalidation-and-cpd/%7E/media/Files/Revalidation-and-CPD/Guide%20to%20Revalidation%20v70.ashx
http://www.gmc-uk.org/doctors/revalidation/colleague_patient_feedback.asp
http://www.gmc-uk.org/doctors/revalidation/colleague_patient_feedback.asp
http://www.rcgp.org.uk/revalidation-and-cpd/revalidation-guidance-for-gps.aspx
https://gpeportfolio.rcgp.org.uk/Login.aspx
https://gpeportfolio.rcgp.org.uk/Login.aspx
http://www.rcgp.org.uk/revalidation-and-cpd/%7E/media/Files/Revalidation-and-CPD/Guide%20to%20Revalidation%20v70.ashx
http://www.rcgp.org.uk/_revalidation/revalidation_guide.aspx
http://www.rcgp.org.uk/_revalidation/revalidation_guide.aspx
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What if there is a problem in me achieving revalidation? 
It is anticipated that the vast majority of GPs will meet the standards required for revalidation. 
Some may do so after local support and remediation. For those GPs who do not meet the 
standards of revalidation, we understand that the GMC will assess them through its fitness to 
practise processes before their licence is put at risk. Support for GPs will be available 
throughout the revalidation cycle. 
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