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COVID-19 Vaccination Programme Update
Life on the Frontline

It was great to hear this week from Zain Khan, one of the Clinical Leads with the COVID-19 vaccination programme through NHSGGC’s Life on the Frontline series.

Weekly update
Over 400,000 doses of vaccine have been given in our Board so far – 370,000 people have received their first jag and 30,000 have had their second vaccination, including more than 90% of elderly care home residents.
This week’s update will focus on key messages around the programme, workforce education and the management of clinic appointment lists.
Reassurance regarding Astra Zeneca vaccine

Vaccine safety is of paramount importance and we continually monitor the safety of vaccines to ensure that the benefits outweigh any potential risks.
It has not been confirmed that the report of a blood clot, in Denmark, was caused by the COVID-19 Vaccine AstraZeneca.  The Danish, Norwegian, Icelandic and Irish authorities’ action to temporarily suspend use of the vaccine is precautionary whilst they investigate.
Blood clots can occur naturally and are not uncommon. More than 11 million doses of the COVID-19 Vaccine AstraZeneca vaccine have now been administered across the UK.

Reports of blood clots received so far since the introduction of the vaccine are not greater than the number that would have occurred naturally in the vaccinated population based on previous year’s background data.
The safety of the public will always come first. Public Health Scotland and Scottish Government are keeping this issue under close review but available evidence does not confirm that the vaccine is the cause. Both the World Health Organisation and the European Medicine Agency (EMA) support the continued use of the AstraZeneca vaccine.

Covid vaccination side effect (lymphadopathy) and breast screening 
One of the adverse reactions to the COVID vaccination is a temporary swelling of the lymph nodes under the arm. This is rare and is not a health concern but Breast Screening services have been made aware of this for those women attending for a screen who have recently had a COVID vaccination in the month prior. No changes to screening invitations dates are necessary and when invited its important women attend for both their vaccination and their breast screening.

There is currently no requirement for women to be advised to wait for a period of time following a COVID-19 vaccination before attending a screening appointment.
A simple and reassuring message has been agreed for breast screening and covid vaccine public communication, signed off by clinical colleagues, added to the relevant sections on NHS Inform:
‘A less common side effect is swollen glands in the armpit or neck on the same side as the arm where you had the vaccine. This can last for around 10 days, but if it lasts longer see your doctor. If you are due for breast screening (a mammogram) then you should mention that you have had the vaccine when you attend.’
‘It’s important to attend for both your covid vaccination and breast screening appointment when invited – there is no need to delay either appointment’.
Vaccination Webinar - Managing allergies 23rd March, 6-7.30pm
Malcolm Shepherd, Director of the West of Scotland Anaphylaxis Service will be hosting a webinar on 23rd March 6-7.30pm to support the COVID-19 Vaccination Programme - an update for practitioners on current guidance and support for managing people with allergies. This webinar will be delivered and recorded to support a range of access for practitioners.

Topics being covered: 

· Allergies in relation to COVID-19 vaccines

· What constitutes anaphylaxis?

· Guidance on how to manage people with allergies within the context of the COVID 19 Vaccination Programme 

· Anaphylaxis - retrospective history gathering assessment 

· The data that requires to be collected to support escalated discussion on cases 

 
Frequently asked questions during the webinar will be answered by a panel of experts. 

Please refer to the below flyer for more information, available dates, times and registration links for booking.  
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A separate link for booking is also below: 

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/8689319861706472972
Vaccination in Pregnancy and Breast Feeding Webinar

This is now live on TURAS and can be accessed via this link https://learn.nes.nhs.scot/40038/immunisation/covid-19-vaccination-programme/registered-healthcare-practitioners. 
Optimising clinic capacity
In order to maximise clinic capacity, as well as increase accessibility for patients, the Service Now scheduling team have amended the national booking system to enable contact centre staff and patients to make an appointment up until and including on the day of the clinics.
So that clinic attendance can be managed, patients re-appointed through Service Now will be issued with a reference number that they should bring with them.  Please note, the national booking system can only book to existing clinic capacity which we already plan staffing and vaccine supply in line with.
The above change has meant myself and others contacting clinical leads.  Can all clinical leads please ensure that clinic mobile phones in the vaccination centres are switched on during clinics and are fully charged?  Thanks.
Thank you again to all involved in the programme.  
Jennifer Reid





Clinical Service Manager
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COVID-19 vaccination programme

An update for practitioners on current guidance and

support for managing people with allergies

DATE & TIME

Tuesday 23 March 2021
6:00pm - 7:30 pm

TARGET AUDIENCE

All practitioners involved in
the COVID-19 vaccination
programme

Registration

https://

attendee.gotowebinar.com/
register/8689319861706472972

The aim of the webinar is to update
practitioners on the current guidance and
support for managing people with allergies
in relation to COVID-19 vaccination.

Topics being covered

. Allergies in relation to COVID 19 vaccines

. What constitutes anaphylaxis?

. Guidance on how to manage people with
allergies within the context of the COVID

19 Vaccination Programme

. Anaphylaxis - retrospective history
gathering assessment

. The data that requires to be collected to
support escalated discussion on cases

Frequently asked questions during the
webinar will be answered by a panel of
experts.
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