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Dear Colleagues


DIRECTED ENHANCED SERVICE – COVID 19 VACCINATION
75-80 AGE GROUP AND SHIELDING PATIENTS (WAVE 2)

Thanks to everyone who opted into delivering the COVID19 vaccination service to their >80 cohort of patients, excluding Care Home and housebound patients.
I am now asking Practices to consider opting into delivering the service to the next priority cohort of patients.

The additional cohorts you are being asked to consider is 75 – 79 years old (those aged 75 and over by 31 March 2021) and the clinically extremely vulnerable (defined as those on the Shielding register), excluding Care Home residents and Housebound patients.  The opt-in is for practices to arrange appointments and deliver vaccine to one or both of those cohorts either within your own practice or a venue agreed locally with your HSCP, and to update patient records accordingly.   Payment arrangements will be as per the Item of Service fee set out in the DES letter. Practitioner Services Division will provide separate guidance regarding claims including claim forms.  
Attached is the National timescales which shows the aim is to offer vaccination to these cohorts by the middle of February.  Further age cohorts including those aged 70-74 and younger will be offered vaccination through central clinics and invited through the national system.   The 70-74s will be picked up through the central clinics.  Some shielding patients (those attending regularly for dialysis and chemotherapy) will be vaccinated by acute services while attending those clinics.
We are in discussion with National Procurement to ensure that vaccine supplies can be made available to practices as quickly as possible for this additional cohort, in addition to remaining supplies for over 80s and second doses.

We are aware that practices are receiving many enquiries about Covid vaccination;   practices who opt in to deliver the vaccinations to these additional cohorts of patients may wish to advise patients that these groups will be vaccinated by the GP practice, and that an invitation to attend will be issued shortly when vaccine is available.

I attach again for information communication which was previously issued by Scottish Government.

Please note if the Practice opt to not deliver the vaccination they will still be required to provide and update data.

Can you please complete and return the attached form no later than 5pm on Thursday 21st January 2021.  Please ensure the opt-in form is returned to GMS.ContractTeam@ggc.scot.nhs.uk from the Practice admin mailbox.
Yours sincerely
Liz Gillan

GMS Contract Manager
Primary Care Support
GMS Contract Manager Tel: 0141 211 0212 E Mail: Elizabeth.gillan@ggc.scot.nhs.uk
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