Primary Care PPE provision post 31 March 2022 - Communication of approval

Ministers have agreed an extension of the current arrangements for PPE provision, for up to a year to end March 2023 subject to the current guidance being in place. We will keep these arrangements under review during the year, with a view to putting in place longer-term arrangements after that in line with our long term pandemic plans.

NES Bereavement Webinar Series Continues 2022

We would like to inform you that the NES Bereavement webinar series will be continuing into 2022. The next webinar is on ‘Supporting primary care teams to talk and be with people who are bereaved or experiencing living grief’, Wednesday 26th January, 17:00 to 18:00. Our speaker is Lynne Innes, Senior Educator, Grief & Bereavement, NHS Education for Scotland (NES), who was a General Practice Nurse & Advanced Nurse Practitioner in General Practice for 20 years before joining NES and latterly in the role of NES National Coordinator for General Practice Nursing.
Please find attached the webinar flyer for more details on the session. We’d be grateful if you can please circulate this within your networks as appropriate.

Registration is now open for this webinar and you can register by clicking here, or via the link on the flyer.

Letter to adult care homes updating on measures to support visiting 

Please find attached a letter from Anne Armstrong, Deputy Chief Nursing Officer, and Graham Ellis, Deputy  Chief Medical Officer, setting out updated guidance on visits in and out of adult care homes.  This guidance follows the First Minister’s Parliamentary COVID-19 statement on 14 December relating to further population based guidance and measures to take effect from midnight on Friday (17 December) to stem the flow of transmission of the Omicron variant of SARS-CoV-2. The letter emphasises that visiting and outings from care homes should continue to be supported and the measures that should continue to be in place to more safely enable these. This includes stringent IPC, testing and recommendations to limit the number of households that meet with a resident at any one time to a maximum of two households.

Frequency of updates to GP IT

The existing GP IT contract with suppliers includes an agreed resource for development work relating to the HRL, including activities such as the patch of EMIS. This resource is being quickly depleted due to the intensive nature of the updates. The patch is resource-intensive and restricts scheduling of other changes and bug fixes being worked on and implemented in the EMIS system.

At the time of writing, the HRL is predominantly used to identify and prioritise people for vaccinations, and to issue communications and advice. The current advice is to follow the same advice as the general population, and we signpost where to go to support. This is true even considering the Omicron Variant. Data files have already been extracted for vaccinations, so there is little risk of delays to vaccination if frequency of extracts to GP IT reduces.

GPs and clinicians have advised they are not currently taking additional actions or measures based on a patient’s record being updated to show they are on the HRL, however, the updates to GP systems are resource intensive and take resources which could be better used on other system maintenance. 

A decision has therefore been taken to reduce the frequency of extracts to GP IT service managers from fortnightly to four-weekly. This is based on the forecasted benefits in terms of resource savings for GP IT service providers. It is also balanced against the low perceived risks associated with a delay of updates to GP records (a maximum of two weeks later, with no perceived impact on support offered by GPs, Scottish Government or delay in vaccination).

GPs will still be able to see those in their practice who are on the HRL, in between updates, as the dashboard will be updated fortnightly as it does now.

Schedule for HRL updates:

	Sent by
	Received by
	Data
	Frequency

	NHS Boards 
	Public Health Scotland
	Details of people added to the group or removed


	Ongoing process – fortnightly, on Thursday:

6 January 2022

20 January 2022

3 February 2022, etc.



	Public Health Scotland
	Territorial Health Board  Team contacts
	Full extract from the  group covering people who reside in Health Board area
	Fortnightly, Monday:

10 January 2022

24 January 2022

7 February 2022, etc.

	Public Health Scotland
	NSS
	Details of people to be issued letters (except medical information)
	Fortnightly, Monday:

10 January 2022

24 January 2022

7 February 2022, etc.



	Public Health Scotland
	NSS
	CHI numbers and status for all patients in  the group  


	Fortnightly, Monday:

10 January 2022

24 January 2022

7 February 2022, etc.



	NSS
	EMIS and Vision (GP IT suppliers) 
	CHI numbers and status for all patients in the group 
	Four-weekly, Monday:

10 January 2022

7 February 2022

7 March 2022, etc.



	NSS / Public Health Scotland 
	Territorial Health eHealth contacts
	CHI numbers and status for all patients in the group
	Fortnightly, Monday:

10 January 2022

24 January 2022

7 February 2022, etc.



	Public Health Scotland
	Local authorities
	Extract from  the group covering people who reside in local authority area (does not include medical information)
	Fortnightly, Monday:

10 January 2022

24 January 2022

7 February 2022, etc.



	Public Health Scotland
	NES
	Full details of the highest risk group except for medical information
	Fortnightly, Monday:

10 January 2022

24 January 2022

7 February 2022, etc.




Kind regards

David Rudden

General Practice Policy Division, Primary Care Directorate, Scottish Government,

Area 1ER, St Andrew’s House, 1 Regent Road, Edinburgh, EH1 3DG 

0131 244 4474

